[Immunohistochemical demonstration of the complement component C 4 in bile thrombi and liver cells in pseudoglandular transformation of hepatocytes (author's transl)].
The paper describes the immunohistochemical demonstration of complement component C 4 in a case of pseudoglandular transformation of liver cells caused probably by viral hepatitis. C 4 could be found first of all in the lumen of dilated bile canaliculi (in position with "bile thrombi"), further in the cytoplasm of hepatocytes and Kupffer cells, on their plasma membranes, in the sinusoids, and in necrosis. Probably, these observations indicate a disturbance of the synthesis and catabolic mechanisms of complement and/or of immune complexes. The findings so far support the hypothesis that the pseudoglandular transformation of liver cells is the vain attempt of the liver to eliminate or sequestrate of own or foreign material, e.g. immune complexes.